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ARE child geniuses born special? Or do the
circumstances they are born into make them

special?

This particular debate has gone on for
decades with no conclusion.

Boston College psychology professor Ellen
Winner, who has studied child geniuses for
close to 15 years, thinks that child prodigies
are born with "something extra". She illustrat-
ed her point with the case of music prodigy
Marc Yu.

When Marc was two, he played Mary Had A
Little Lamb on the piano after listening once to
it. Prof Winner pointed out that not many
three-year-olds can duplicate Marc's feat. "It is
not possible to make just any child a genius."

However, research that she conducted to-
gether with a United States neuroscientist also
showed that music training triggered changes
in children's brains.

Ms Jocelyn Khoo, the principal at a school
that helps toddlers harvest their learning poten-
tial, believes that all babies are geniuses. "But,
most parents have no idea how to harvest that
potential."

Nicholas Yoong (right), five, is probably
more fortunate than most children. His mother
realised that the golden period to develop a
child's brain is before three years old. She took
Nicholas to Ms Khoo's school when he was
two-and-a-half. Nicholas, who wasn't speaking
when he was two, turned out to be gifted with
numbers and mathematics, and has a photo-
graphic memory.

XA BIQRE i@

Dr Wrighti2fg » ATENE T XA 24T 28
BWME o sl RABHERZHEHRKA (Harvard
Graduate School of Education) Dr Howard Gardner
By “ZITEE”  (Multiple Intelligences) IEiBigH -
REQEER - 2E1BE C BEFHT@E - BltiiA
Ao RAREEP—MIERERSENHA o
hEIFILE o IQUE RBAETE— DM ANEFHK
FoAEER - XF - BESFTHRELEBELIEFTN
REEN - “GRIZMEET  BLERKKXEERLER
MHRRE  ERNEALGHFARE 7

XAIIERE®EXM “PEREH

FTREEMNFFIRFRE - L] JVNFELMERN
FlRE S R ARAE S E SR o Dr Wrightfg
Ho BRAILEFI 7185 kA B TABHAAME
YR REAY/ N (IR ERAEHATBE “HF
FfEHl”  (mid-life crisis) o

“BTMIABREBE  FTHESRBECRE
loser (#i%R) - MMIBESERAI—IPZEEAEHN
o

AIIDr WrightiA g » RE—N AR T K4
FHEHEREMN S » AFEMKARE - B2 9 U
MEAFERR o

& “My Brilliant Brain”
it XA RS

National Geographic Channel ( Starhub
Channel 11) ¥M118268# » —E=1EH—
9pm#& ik "My Brilliant Brain' o T BiEid = A X
7 FWITAE X AL S BN ERA o

¥ —ERHENEF REEMarc Yu BTK
BOoHEREAMFRE - B HMERNTLE

15X SEEwww.ngcasia.com » I & FEANH5 o

| N

-

=000 -~ L Do -




English Translation for the “Wo Bao” Feature on The Shichida Kid, Nicholas Yoong

The Genius At Home Recognizes Numbers Earlier Than Speaking

Nicholas Yoong, at five years old, was able to recognize numbers 1 to 20 when he wasn’t speak-
ing at two years old. His mother realized that the golden period to develop a child’s brain is before three
years old. She took Nicholas to attend The Shichida Method Programme when he was two-and-a-half.
Nicholas turned out to be gifted with numbers and mathematics, and has a photographic memory.

When he was four, he asked mummy to buy him a road directory while visiting a bookstore one
day. Since then, he read the road directory daily as though it is a story-book. He knows the name of
every MRT station by heart after that; Nicholas is also able to turn to the page in the road directory that
showed the map of the road right after his mummy said its name. He did not need to check the page
number at all. Mummy is very amazed by his ability!

“Nicholas liked numbers a lot since young. There was a period of time when he likes to look at
the calendar everyday. We discovered later on that when we said a date, he is able to say which day it
is.”

From Mummy: The environment plays a very important role in the growth of a child

The reporter suggested playing games with him when she met up with Nicholas. When Nicholas
saw the math matrix which the reporter brought along, his eyes glowed with light. He asked for more
after he completed the first math matrix.

Mummy said when Nicholas was three-and-a-half, he asked to do math worksheets himself and
he would immerse doing them for a few hours. When mummy saw her son enjoying math activities, she
brought him to Kumon to attend math class in June this year.

Nicholas is smarter than his peers; his learning ability is fast. Mummy feels that it is too early to
say whether Nicholas is a genius or not.

Does your son’s inborn ability make him special? Or does the environment make him special?
Mummy said, “l feel both play a part in it, but the environment plays a greater role. The environment
plays a very important role in the growth of a child. As parents, we will do our very best to provide a
good environment for Nicholas to grow and learn.”

The structure of a genius’s brain is very different

Are child geniuses born special? Or do the circumstances they are born into make them special?

This particular debate has gone on for decades with no conclusion.

Boston College psychology professor Ellen Winner, who has studied child geniuses for close to
15 years, thinks that child prodigies are born with “something extra”. She illustrated her point with the
case of music prodigy Marc Yu.

When Marc was two, he played “Mary Had A Little Lamb” on the piano after listening once to it.
Professor Winner pointed out that not many three-year-odds can duplicate Marc’s feat. “It is not possible
to make any child a genius.”

Scientist: The circumstances they are in can stimulate the child’s brain

However, research that she conducted together with a United States neuroscientist, Gottfried Schlaug
also showed that music training trigged changes in children’s brains.

Geniuses are sensitive to symbols

According to Dr Susan Wright (NIE), from many researches, they showed that geniuses show
special abilities in math, music or chess.

“This is because these areas have a set of symbols and standard rules that enabled the geniuses
to learn and understand easily.”

NIE Educator: The rage to learn is a motivator

She also said that geniuses have the rage to learn. Dr Wright feels that other than having the innate
ability and the rage to learn, the support from the family and teachers and the circumstance which the
child is born into also play a vital role.

Dr Wright points out genius children have very great motivation. They are very self-motivated and they
have great interest in gaining understanding and knowledge about certain thing.

The after-birth training can withdraw innate potential

Ms Jocelyn Khoo, the principal of The Shichida Method, helps toddlers harvest their learning po-
tential, believes that all babies are geniuses. “But, most parents have no idea how to harvest that poten-
tial.” So the children need to undergo professional after-birth training.

The centre is using the right-brain method derived by Professor Makoto Shichida to train the chil-
dren. It provides whole-brain training for babies 3 months and above. The lesson includes Photographic
Memory, Auditory Memory, Senses Play, etc, and it encourages parents to attend the class with their
children. The school has trained about 10000 students since 2001.

Japanese Educator: 0-3 years old is the golden period to train the right brain

Professor Shichida believes that the right side of the brain possesses high-speed mass memori-
zation function and he proposes applying the right-brain training on babies. The children will be stimu-
lated through images, linking memory and matching, etc methods. He said 0-3 years old is the golden
period to train the right brain.

However, Dr Wright stressed that although the child is able to strengthen certain ability through
training, he/ she must possesses the innate ability.

Do Geniuses have average 1Q?

Dr Wright reminds, people tend to overlook that genius potential covers a wide range of areas.
Importing Dr Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences, Dr Wright points out intelligence includes music,
spatial, language, logic, etc. So she feels that a genius is a person who has high ability in one of the
aspects.

She told the reporter that although IQ tests reveals a person’s IQ level, it cannot measure music, phi-
losophy, dancing, etc. “Many evidences showed that geniuses’ IQ are not outstanding.”

Genius children face mid-life crisis earlier

Since young, music geniuses started to perform and participated in competitions. They showed
their potential to the fullest and became the center of attraction. Dr Wright points out that when geniuses
turn 18 plus, they are no longer considered as children with special ability, then they will face a ‘mid-life
crisis’.

“As they are no longer stars, they will see themselves as losers. Usually, they will turn to other
areas.”

But Dr Wright feels that if there is someone who can continue to motivate the child, even when
the child grows up, he or she can still continue to be an outstanding musician.




